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APOSTASY IS RAMPANT AS WE ENTER THE 
LAST DAYS

The apostle told the Thessalonians that a great 
falling away would precede Christ’s second 

coming (2 Thessalonians 2:3) and that the end 
times would be characterized by tribulation and 

hollow religious charlatans: “But realize this, that in 
the last days difficult times will come. For men will 
be . . . holding to a form of godliness, although 
they have denied its power; avoid such men as 

these” (2 Timothy 3:1-2,5).



APOSTASY OF THE AMERICAN 
CHURCH IMAGE GALLERY



Deuteronomy 13:6-11 
If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or 

thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy 
friend, which [is] as thine own soul, entice thee 
secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, 
which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers;   
(Read More...)

Enough Promises to handle each day of the First Half of Tribulation.





Matthew 24:10 
And then shall many be offended, and shall 

betray one another, and shall hate one 
another.





Luke 8:13 
They on the rock [are they], which, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and 
these have no root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Enough Promises to handle each day of the First Half of Tribulation.





Galatians 1:8-9 
But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed.   (Read More...)





1 Timothy 4:1

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils;

Enough Promises to handle each day of the First Half of Tribulation.





2 Timothy 4:3 
For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears;





Hebrews 6:4-8 
For [it is] impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghost,   (Read More...)





2 Peter 2:20-22
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of 

the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning.   (Read More...)







2 Timothy 3:1-9 

This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come.   (Read More...)
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Answer:  Apostasy, from the Greek word apostasia, means “a defiance of 
an established system or authority; a rebellion; an abandonment or breach 
of faith.” In the first-century world, apostasy was a technical term for 
political revolt or defection. And just like in the first century, apostasy 
threatens the Body of Christ today.

The Bible warns about people like Arius (c. A.D. 250 - 336), a Christian 
priest from Alexandria, Egypt, who was trained at Antioch in the early fourth 
century. About A.D. 318, Arius accused Bishop Alexander of Alexandria of 
subscribing to Sabellianism, a false teaching which asserted that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit were merely roles or modes assumed by God at various 
times. Arius was determined to emphasize the oneness of God; however, he 
went too far in his teaching of God’s nature. Arius denied the Trinity and 
introduced what appeared on the surface to be an inconsequential 
difference between the Father and Son.
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Arius argued that Jesus was not homoousios (of the same essence) as the 
Father, but was rather homoiousios (of similar essence). Only one Greek letter 
– the iota (i) – separated the two. Arius described his position in this manner: 
“The Father existed before the Son. There was a time when the Son did not 
exist. Therefore, the Son was created by the Father. Therefore, although the 
Son was the highest of all creatures, he was not of the essence of God.”

Arius was very clever and did his best to get the people on his side, even 
going so far as to compose little songs that taught his theology, which he 
tried to teach to everyone who would listen. His winsome nature and revered 
position as a preacher and one who lived in denial of himself contributed 
also to his cause.
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With respect to apostasy, it is critical that all Christians understand two 
important things: (1) how to recognize apostasy and apostate teachers, and 
(2) why apostate teaching is so deadly.

The Forms of Apostasy

To fully identify and combat apostasy, it is important that Christians 
understand its various forms and the traits that characterize its doctrines and 
teachers. As to the forms of apostasy, there are two main types: (1) a falling 
away from key and true doctrines of the Bible into heretical teachings that 
proclaim to be “the real” Christian doctrine, and (2) a complete renunciation 
of the Christian faith, which results in a full abandonment of Christ.
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Arius represents the first form of apostasy—a denial of key Christian truths 
(such as the divinity of Christ) that begins a downhill slide into a full 
departure from the faith, which is the second form of apostasy. It is important 
to understand that the second form almost always begins with the first. A 
heretical belief becomes a heretical teaching that splinters and grows until it 
pollutes all aspects of a person’s faith, and then the end goal of Satan is 
accomplished, which is a complete falling away from Christianity.

A recent example of this process is a 2010 study done by prominent atheist 
Daniel Dennett and Linda LaScola called “Preachers Who Are Not Believers.” 
Dennett and LaScola’s work chronicles five different preachers who over time 
were presented with and accepted heretical teachings about Christianity and 
now have completely fallen away from the faith and are either pantheists or 
clandestine atheists.



QUESTION: "WHAT IS APOSTASY AND HOW 
CAN I RECOGNIZE IT?"

One of the most disturbing truths highlighted in the study is that these 
preachers maintain their position as pastors of Christian churches with their 
congregations being unaware of their leader’s true spiritual state.

The dangers of apostasy were warned about in the book of Jude, which 
serves as a handbook for understanding the characteristics of apostates like 
those chronicled in Dennett and LaScola’s study. Jude’s words are every bit 
as relevant for us today as they were when he penned them in the first 
century, so it is important we carefully read and understand them.

The Characteristics of Apostasy and Apostates

Jude was the half-brother of Jesus and a leader in the early church. In his 
New Testament letter, he outlines how to recognize apostasy and strongly 
urges those in the body of Christ to contend earnestly for the faith (vs. 3).
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First, Jude says that apostasy can be subtle. Jude uses the word “crept” 
(found in no other book of the Bible) to describe the apostate’s entry into the 
church. In extra-biblical Greek, the term describes the cunning craftiness of a 
lawyer who, through clever argumentation, infiltrates the minds of courtroom 
officials and corrupts their thinking. The word literally means “slip in 
sideways; come in stealthily; sneak in; hard to detect.” In other words, Jude 
says it is rare that apostasy begins in an overt and easily detectable manner. 
Instead, it looks a lot like Arius’ preaching in which, in a nonchalant manner, 
only a single letter differentiates his doctrine from the real teaching of the 
Christian faith.

Describing this aspect of apostasy and its underlying danger, A. W. Tozer 
wrote, "So skilled is error at imitating truth, that the two are constantly being 
mistaken for each another. It takes a sharp eye these days to know which 
brother is Cain and which is Abel."
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The apostle Paul also speaks to the outwardly pleasing behavior of 
apostates and their teaching when he says, "For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. No wonder, for 
even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:13-14). 
In other words, do not look for apostates to appear bad on the outside or 
speak dramatic words of heresy at the outset of their teaching. Rather than 
denying truth outright, apostates will twist it to fit their own agenda, but as 
pastor R. C. Lensky has noted, “The worst forms of wickedness consist in 
perversions of the truth.”

Second, Jude describes the apostates as “ungodly” and as those who use 
God’s grace as a license to commit unrighteous acts. Beginning with 
“ungodly,” Jude describes eighteen unflattering traits of apostates so his 
readers can more easily identify them.
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Jude says the apostates are ungodly (vs. 4), morally perverted (vs. 4), 
denying Christ (vs. 4), ones who defile the flesh (vs. 8), rebellious (vs. 8), 
people who revile angels (vs. 8), who are ignorant about God (vs. 8), those 
who proclaim false visions (vs. 10), self-destructive (vs. 10), grumblers (vs. 
16), fault finders (vs. 16), self-satisfying (vs. 16), people who use arrogant 
words and false flattery (vs. 16), mockers of God (vs. 18), those who cause 
divisions (vs. 19), worldly minded (vs. 19), and finally (and not surprisingly), 
devoid of the Spirit/unsaved (vs. 19).

Third, Jude says apostates “deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
How do apostates do this? Paul tells us in his letter to Titus, "To the pure, all 
things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is 
pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.
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They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being 
detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed" (Titus 1:15-
16, emphasis added). Through their unrighteous behavior, the apostates show 
their true selves. Unlike an apostate, a true believer is someone who has 
been delivered from sin to righteousness in Christ. With Paul, they ask the 
apostates who promote licentious behavior, “What shall we say then? Are we 
to continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we 
who died to sin still live in it?” (Romans 6:1-2)

But the apostates’ false teaching also shows their true nature. Peter says, 
“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon 
themselves” (2 Peter 2:1).
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Another aspect of true believers is that they have been delivered out of 
spiritual darkness into light (Ephesians 5:8) and therefore will not deny core 
truths of Scripture like Arius did with the divinity of Jesus.

Ultimately, the sign of an apostate is that he eventually falls away and 
departs from the truth of God’s Word and His righteousness. The apostle 
John signifies this is a mark of a false believer: “They went out from us, but 
they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all 
are not of us” (1 John 2:19).

Ideas Have Consequences

That God takes apostasy and false teaching seriously is evidenced by the 
fact that every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings 
about false teaching.
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Why is this? Simply because ideas have consequences. Right thinking and its 
fruit produces goodness, whereas wrong thinking and its accompanying 
action results in undesired penalties. As an example, the Cambodian killing 
fields in the 1970s were the product of the nihilistic worldview of Jean Paul 
Sartre and his teaching. The Khmer Rouge’s leader Pol Pot lived out Sartre’s 
philosophy toward the people in a clear and frightening way, which was 
articulated in this manner: “To keep you is no benefit. To destroy you is no 
loss.”

It should be remembered that Satan did not come to the first couple in the 
Garden with an external armament or supernatural weapon; instead, he 
came to them with an idea. And it was that idea that condemned them and 
the rest of humankind, with the only remedy being the sacrificial death of 
God’s Son.



QUESTION: "WHAT IS APOSTASY AND HOW 
CAN I RECOGNIZE IT?"

The great tragedy is, whether knowingly or unknowingly, the apostate 
teacher dooms his unsuspecting followers. One of the most frightening verses 
in all of Scripture comes from the lips of Jesus. Speaking to His disciples 
about the religious leaders of His day, He said, “Let them alone; they are 
blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will 
fall into a pit” (Matthew 15:14, emphasis added). This verse is alarming 
because Jesus affirms that it is not only the false teachers that go to 
destruction, but their disciples also follow them. Christian philosopher Soren 
Kierkegaard put it this way: “For it has never yet been known to fail that one 
fool, when he goes astray, takes several others with him.”

Conclusion

In A.D. 325, the Council of Nicea convened primarily to take up the issue of 
Arius and his teaching.
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Much to Arius’s dismay, the end result was his excommunication and a 
statement in the Nicene Creed that affirmed Christ’s divinity: “We believe in 
one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things visible and invisible; and in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten of his Father, of the 
substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father.”

Arius may have died centuries ago, but his spiritual children are still with us 
to this day in the form of cults like the Jehovah’s Witnesses and others who 
deny Christ’s true essence and person. Sadly, until Christ returns and every 
last spiritual enemy has been removed, tares such as these will be present 
among the wheat (Matthew 13:24-30). In fact, Scripture says apostasy will 
only get worse as Christ’s return approaches. “At that time [the latter days] 
many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another” 
(Matthew 24:10).
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Paul echoes Jesus in his inspired writings as well. The apostle told the 
Thessalonians that a great falling away would precede Christ’s second 
coming (2 Thessalonians 2:3) and that the end times would be characterized 
by tribulation and hollow religious charlatans: “But realize this, that in the last 
days difficult times will come. For men will be . . . holding to a form of 
godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these” (2 
Timothy 3:1-2,5).

It is critical, now more than ever, that every believer pray for discernment, 
combat apostasy, and contend earnestly for the faith that has once and for 
all been delivered to the saints.
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Homosexuality in the American church 

Across American Christianity, compromise on sexuality is crumbling at 
the foundation of holiness. (Flickr/Nathan Bush [edited])

The United Church of Christ (UCC) bills itself as "the church where God 
is still speaking." Apparently, God's Word is falling on deaf ears of the 
leadership.

The UCC, which considers itself a mainline Protestant denomination—
claiming over 1 million members and about 5,200 congregations in the 
U.S.—proudly announced it will serve as a major sponsor of the Gay 
Games. The UCC will now go down in Christian history as the first 
major denomination to sponsor the homosexual Olympics when the 
games roll into Cleveland, Ohio, in August.
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I guess my jaw shouldn't have dropped when I read the news, 
considering the UCC in April filed a gay marriage rights lawsuit in 
North Carolina. But not only did my jaw drop, I'm shaking my head. J. 
Bennett Guess, one of the UCC's national officers and its first openly 
gay church executive, calls it a social justice issue and says the 
denomination prides itself on "being a bold voice for progressive 
Christianity."

In case you aren't familiar with what the term "progressive Christianity" 
really means, let's take a moment to define it. Progressive Christianity 
has a strong focus on social justice and environmentalism. Progressive 
Christianity focuses on concepts like "collective salvation"—where entire 
cultures and societies, rather than just individuals with faith in Christ, are 
redeemed—and bends toward a Marxist economic philosophy. And 
Progressive Christianity does not subscribe to the biblical doctrine of 
the inerrancy of Scripture.
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That last line explains a lot. For example, it explains why the UCC was 
the first mainline denomination to affirm equal marriage rights for 
same-sex couples. It explains why the UCC was the first to ordain an 
openly gay man. And, overall, it explains why the UCC has fallen into 
the deception of sponsoring events that celebrate LGBT people instead 
of trying to love them to Christ.

But even denominations that don't consider themselves part of the 
Progressive Christianity movement are falling into this deception. The 
Presbyterian Church (USA) last week voted to allow its ministers to 
perform gay weddings in states where it's legal. On Tuesday, 
Methodist Pastor Frank Schaefer, who was defrocked for officiating his 
son's gay wedding, was fully reinstated and the Moravians voted to 
ordain gay clergy. My research shows there's a long and growing list 
of gay-affirming denominations, including the Affirming Pentecostal 
Church International. 
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Saints, we're seeing 1 Timothy 4:1 playing out right before our very 
eyes. It's called the Great Apostasy and it's well underway. By the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul wrote: "Now the Spirit expressly says 
that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons..."

Back in 2012, I wrote an article titled, "Is the Great Falling Away 
Already Underway?" In it, I explained that some have indeed 
departed from the faith because they have engaged with deceiving 
spirits and embraced doctrines of demons. We've witnessed more than 
one man of God with a major ministry platform bow a knee to 
doctrines like universalism, deceiving and being deceived with this 
deadly heresy. Despite many in the church lifting their voice against 
heretical teachings, these deceived ministers hold fast to their demonic 
doctrine.
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In the article, I show other examples. I would not have imagined that 18 
months later I would have an overflowing list of new ones. That's why I 
am praying for a third Great Awakening. I am committed to crying out 
to God to see a cultural transformation—a spiritual revolution.

Although the Great Falling Away is going to happen because it's 
prophesied in Scripture, I am contending for a revival—a Great 
Awakening—that will sweep through the nation and cause people to 
turn back to God. I will not give up. The arm of the Lord is not too short 
to save, nor his ear too dull to hear (Is. 59:1).

Before each of the last Great Awakenings, people of God thought it 
was hopeless—and they didn't see the half of what we're seeing.
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But I am convinced God wants to turn this around—and I am convinced 
God can turn this around. Nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37). 
A Great Awakening is our only hope for this nation. Will you join me in 
praying for another Great Awakening? 
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